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didn’t grow up on the water. Westchester, 

New York, isn’t exactly a boating Mecca, but 

once a year my family would visit an uncle in 

Massachusetts, and he’d take us fishing on his 24-foot 

Chris-Craft. I wasn’t interested in fishing, but the 

moment he let me take the wheel, I was hooked. I grew 

up with grease under my fingernails. At 13, I was working 

as a mechanic at a sporting goods shop, tearing apart 

outboards, minibikes and motorcycles. That evolved 

into cars, and at 19, I bought my first boat: a vintage 

1960s Fleetcraft that broke down virtually every time we 

went out, but it taught me more than any classroom.

A progression of 29 boats followed: a 1978 25-foot 

Steury I took to Block Island and Newport, with nothing 

but a compass. A 1979 26-footer I took to Martha’s 

Vineyard guided only by a radio direction finder. A 1985 

Silverton 34 Convertible I had to have… a Carver 440,  

a Sea Ray 560 Sedan Bridge, a Sea Ray 51 Sundancer,  

a Riviera 5400 Sport Yacht and a 90 Sunseeker. 

My wife, Rosanne, and I were happy with the 

Sunseeker when we went to the 2024 Fort Lauderdale 

boat show looking for an outboard-powered boat to 

replace our backyard boat. Once there, we fell in love 

with the Horizon FD100. It was a new-build, built on 

spec, and we made an offer. It felt like kismet, so we 

named it Kismet. It’s such an amazing boat. The build 

quality and systems redundancy are extraordinary, and 

it exceeded our expectations in livability. We have more 

privacy while the crew has a lot of comfort. And the 

after-sales support from Horizon has been unlike 

anything I’ve experienced in five decades of boating. 

When we went from boating to yachting, we found a 

different world. I didn’t really understand the nuances 

of managing a crew. I went through four captains the 

first year with the Sunseeker because I could handle the 

boat better and knew more about it mechanically. We 

almost gave up yachting. But now that we have found 

the right captain, crew and boat, we have been so happy.

In winter, with Kismet in Fort Lauderdale, we often go 

to the Exumas, where the water is an impossible blue 

and so clear, it looks like the boat is suspended in 

mid-air. Back home, we boat year-round on the Great 

South Bay aboard our Tiara 48 LE. The South Shore is 

too shallow for Kismet, so we keep her on the North 

Shore, which is a great jumping off point to go to the city 

and New England. Last year, we brought her to Maine 

for the first time, which was magnificent. Our usual 

stomping grounds are Newport, Block Island, Mystic, 

Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. With five children 

and eight grandchildren, we bring as much family and 

friends along as possible, because boating is best shared.

The Long Island water is amazing. I moved here for 

college, and while I left after one year to run a start-up 

in New York City, I never left Long Island. I went on to 

build 12 high-tech companies, spanning electronic 

security and educational technologies. One of my 

proudest accomplishments was inventing the Halo 

Smart Sensor with an amazing team, which became the 

world’s number-one vape detector. I’ve installed them 

across my boats for air quality monitoring and early 

warning of fire and carbon monoxide. 

I work hard and play hard – the play hard has always 

been boating. It’s my tranquility, my peace. It’s what 

keeps me going.  

MY LIFE IN BOATS

David Antar
From a vintage craft to a Horizon FD100, 
this entrepreneur’s boating journey has 

been shaped by kismet, learns Kate Lardy

David Antar and his 

wife, Rosanne (top 

right), and with family 

(top). Below: they call 

their latest boat, the 

Horizon FD100 

Kismet, “a keeper.” 

The yacht splits its 

time between Fort 

Lauderdale and Long 

Island, where the 

couple also keeps a 

Tiara 48 LE (above) 

as their “backyard 

boat”
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