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Captivating' owners:and onlookers with its commanding
stance — and heralding a fresh design chapter for the
_.visionary builder — the first Horizon ES88 debuted -
Tin March. Jeni Bone stepped aboard to discover
a bespokesport yaoht:shapeq by craftsmanship,

' = conviviality, and ddistinctly Australian brief.
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ove at first sight is a wonder
and a privilege to behold. That
is exactly what transpired on
the Horizon City Marina dock
when the new Horizon ES88 cruised into
view, spun for effect and then slid into its
berth in front of its ecstatic owners.

“It’s bloody awesome,” said Australian
owner George Mamacas, a six-time
Horizon owner who collaborated on the
design and build of the yard’s first-ever
sport yacht with Horizon Group CEO
John Lu and designer Cor D. Rover.

The debut coincided with Horizon’s 2026
Open House at the Taiwanese builder’s
headquarters in Kaohsiung. Held from 4
to 6 March, the event brought together
owners, suppliers and yachting media
to witness the world premiere of four
motor yachts, each the result of close
collaboration between designers and
builders pursuing technical advancement.

The 27.28-metre ES88 is bespoke from
the hull up, reimagining the Elegance
Series (which gives it the ES moniker) as
Horizon’s range of 21- to 30-metre pocket
superyachts for the European market.

Named KEFI, a Greek word conveying
joy, high spirits and passion, this ES88 is
a single-level sport motor yacht built for
Australian conditions, and it ticks every box
for this avid angler.

The Tasmanian-based, self-confessed boat
addict recounts the origin story. “My boat was
born from a conversation about wanting to
build a sport yacht,” he explained.

“After a few beers with Mark Western,
Director of Horizon Australia, I decided to
build a sport motor yacht using an existing
hull. Then, during discussions with CEO
John Lu, he said to me, ‘George, this is too
good. We're going to build you a new hull
and Cor D. Rover will design your boat.

This page and
opposite: The ES88
blends top-of-the-
range finesse with

fuss-free comfort,
fromits relaxed, open
interiors to its well-
equipped helm.

“It was an unexpected and amazing
gesture by the founder of Horizon, which
demonstrates to me the love he has for his
boats and the care he has for his clients.

“It’s rare to find custom builds with
boats under 100 feet,” he continues.

“Every time I visited the factory during the
build process, I was reminded this is not just
manufacturing, it is real craftsmanship - the
kind you feel when you run your hand across a
perfectly finished surface and realise someone
took pride in getting it exactly right.”

The unique features are evident from the
first step you take on board. The aft deck
integrates professional live-bait wells on
either side of the hydraulic swim platform,
while the multi-purpose garage features
custom rod holders and room for the 4-metre
RIB tender and additional gear.

On either side of the garage are stairs down
to crew quarters, laundry, storage space and
the engine room, and stairs up to the saloon.

After a day on the water, LED lighting in the
stair treads sheds a rosy glow over the transom
and signals that KEFI is winding down - or
revving up - for the night.

The cockpit is a generous entertaining space
where the full-beam barbecue unit takes pride
of place, comprising an integrated double grill,
refrigeration, ice-maker and flush-mounted
pop-up LED lights at each end. Gathered
around the stone-topped dining table, guests
can watch while the catch of the day is
prepared. The hardtop features a retractable
awning for shade in the heat of the day.

Two wing doors allow easy side access,
there’s a utility locker for the rainbow of LED
lighting and monitoring systems, and a day
head discreetly tucked around the corner on
the starboard side.

From the aft deck, glass stacker doors open
fully for seamless flow into the saloon, where
the lounge consists of two sofas, a coffee table
and large windows. The drop-down television
is concealed in the ceiling on the port side.

The decor is elegant and practical. Timber
flooring, stone countertops and fluted
panelling - echoed in the cabinetry below
decks — combine with gloss cupboards and a
matt black ceiling, window frames and joinery
concealing the fridge, freezer and appliances.
The effect is low-maintenance, yet redolent of
a boutique apartment.

A marble-topped dining table for eight
sits adjacent to the superb galley, which is a
true chef’s kitchen, decked out with Miele
appliances and an extractor for serious
culinary activity.

“Our time on board is all about good friends
and good food,” Mamacas reminded me.
“There’s nothing better in life!”

Further forward, up a single step, the helm
features twin chairs, Garmin screens, ZF
controls and twin MAN V12-2000 engines
designed for a sporty, high-performance, fast-
planing cruising experience. Side-Power bow
and stern thrusters assist manoeuvrability and
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docking, and the Side-Power stabilisers reduce
roll to enhance onboard comfort.

There’s a second lounge area on the
starboard side, with a double electric sliding
sunroof overhead for natural light and
spectacular views. Pantograph doors lead
to side deck access and the foredeck, where
celebrations start.

Gathered on the capacious bow to
commemorate the launch of this all-new
model were Mamacas, his partner and best
friends, along with Cor D. Rover and John Lu.

The space comprises a C-shaped lounge
and table, and opposite, a lounge that does
double duty as a sunpad, plus plenty of built-in
storage lockers.

Enjoying evening breezes and the best
views of Kaohsiung Harbour to the tune of
champagne corks popping, the group wet
KEFT's gracious bow and discussed future
cruising plans, which revolve around fishing
and exploring in the Whitsundays, followed by
areturn to the home waters of Tasmania.

On the accommodation level, accessed via
the port-side companionway, the bespoke
attributes are even more numerous.

The full-beam master suite is located
amidships, and arriving at its double-door
foyer, befitting Versace or Liberace, is honestly
an OMG moment. What a way to make an

entrance, or lock out the world and its worries.
Equally dramatic is the massive television that
folds down from the ceiling and attempts to
dwarf the king-size bed.

The VIP stateroom is located forward,
and there are two further twin cabins, each
with a private ensuite and styled in the same
quiet luxury - quality over quantity, with
sophisticated decor elements used sparingly.

Clean, serene and absolutely everything its
owner dreamed it would be - and probably
more - the ES88 is a covetable blend of top-
of-the-range finesse and fuss-free living.

On the water, it proved a beast, and initial
sea trials had it planing at a comfortable
cruising speed of 10 knots, topping out at 26
knots at full throttle. With a fuel capacity of
12,000 litres and a range of 1,580 nautical
miles at cruising speed, it is well equipped for
fishing and coastal adventures.

AT A GLANCE

27.28 m

Overall length

6.21 m

Beam

3212 t

Displacement (half load)

26.6 kn

Maximum speed
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Fresh from Taiwan and anticipating
delivery of his one-of-a-kind creation, which
will arrive on the Gold Coast then head north
to the Whitsundays for a shakedown voyage
and a spot of fishing, Mamacas reported an
incredible ride experience.

“It was beyond my expectations,” he
reported following its first run in Kaohsiung.
“The ride experience was phenomenal,
with little vibration. The handling was
excellent, and the all-round vision was
better than what I expected to see.

“For a 90-odd-foot boat, she performed
excellently on the water and the fuel
burn at the lower- to mid-range speeds
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It was beyond my
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ride experience was
phenomenal, with little
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was terrific. And, of course, the beautiful
lines of the boat, the quality of the finish
and the detail were all superb.”

At the gala dinner closing out Horizon’s
2026 Open House, John Lu hinted at several
subsequent models in the ES line and
forecast demand from international markets,
including Australia and New Zealand.

“Once they see what is possible, the
level of customisation, craftsmanship and
the lengths we go to deliver an owner’s
vision, they will understand why our
customers keep coming back,” he said.

During the evening, Mamacas took to the
stage and moved guests to tears in his tribute
to John Lu and the Horizon team. “Horizon
does not just build motor yachts - you build
confidence, you build relationships, and you
build lifelong memories,” he espoused. “And,
most importantly, you build happy returning
customers. I know, because I am one of them.”

Referring to the name KEFI, he continued
to wax lyrical: “It means joy, passion, spirit,
the energy of life. This name perfectly
describes Horizon. John, you build with
passion, you build with life, you build with
heart. It starts with John at the top and flows
through leadership and into the skilled hands
of every craftsman and woman on the floor.”

The appeal, Horizon Australia hopes, will
be evident at the 2026 Sanctuary Cove Boat
Show, where the ES88 will make its show
debut. “We’re cutting new ground with the
ES88,” commented Mark Western, Director at
Horizon Australia.

This page and opposite: KEFI represents joy,
passion, spirit and the energy of life, embodying
the ethos of Horizon and the purpose and
craftsmanship behind every build.

“It’s not a sport yacht in the European
sense,” he observed. “It’s a single-level motor
yacht that can push 30 knots but will mostly
run at around 10 to 14 knots, cruising in
comfort and style - and it looks amazing! On
board, there are fewer stairs, easy for fishing,
and it’s very social. You feel in touch with
everyone on board - there’s no sitting up on
the flybridge by yourself!

“Our expectations are a lot of interest from
sedan enthusiasts, and it might open the
eyes of people who are looking for a bigger,
customised motor yacht that offers bridge
access, a lower centre of gravity and that all-
important connection with family and friends.
What more could you want?”

A toast to KEFI - and may we all seek lives
filled with passion and joy! O
horizonyachtaus.com

SPECIFICATIONS ©
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Horizon ES88

PROFILE

An elegant sport
yacht blending
E-Series grace with
adventure; its clean,
forward-leaning lines
complement a hull
engineered for both
speed and stability.

MAIN DECK
High-ceiling saloon
bathed in natural light
from expansive
panoramic windows

and an electric sunroof;
eight-seat dining area
paired with an open
galley; teppanyaki grill aft
on boat deck.

LOWER DECK

Full-beam king-bed
master stateroom;
well-appointed aft
cabin with customised
fishing-rod holders, plus
a hydraulic high-low
swim platform; the bow
suite forms the VIP.

-

SPECIFICATIONS

Builder Horizon Yachts Gearbox ZF 3055A

Model ES88 Speed (max, half load) 26.6 knots 26.6 knots
Country of build Taiwan Speed (cruise) 10 knots W
Naval architect Horizon Yachts Range 1,580 nautical miles at 10 knots

Interior designer Horizon Yachts Fuel capacity 12,000 litres 10 kI'lOtS
Exterior designer Cor D. Rover Freshwater capacity 1600 itres Speed (cruise)
Year of build 2026 Blackwater capacity 760 litres

LOA (length overall) 27.28 metres Greywater capacity 380 litres 12 000

LWL (waterline length) (half load) 23.08 metres Generators (main) 2 x Onan l 5 t’l'

Beam 6.21 metres Gen-set size 27 kW, 50 HZ Itres

Draft (half load) 217 metres Bow and stern thrusters Sleipner SH420 Fuel capacity
Displacement (half load) 8212 tons Winches Maxwell VWC 3500

Hull construction GRP Anchoring systems 1x stainless steel 80 kg 1’580 nm at
Superstructure GRP Navigation electronics Garmin 10 knOtS
Hull type Monohull Depth sounder Airmar B265LH Ultrasonic Smart Transducer Range

Number of decks 2 Underwater lights QT-80-Ti-20-W

Engines 2xMANVI2  Tender Pirelli X400 82.12 tons
Propulsion Diesel Owner Full-beam master with ensuite on lower deck Displacement
Output 1,972 hp Guest berths 1 x ensuite VIP stateroom in bow, 1 x ensuite guest

Propellers NSP 5 blade propellers in NiAIBr twin/double cabin with pullman, 1 x ensuite guest twin/double cabin POA

Drive train Shaft Maximum people on board 30 Price
Stabilisation systems Side-Power SPS92/VF1350 Price POA






