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Horizon FD90 Skyline

SOARING

SKY
HIGH

The latest Horizon FD9O0 Skyline to reach our
shoresis hull #30, and as Jeni Bone discovers, it's a
feature-filled platform for entertaining and cruising
with a character all of its own — and plenty of scope
for owners to create their ideal custom craft.

orizon has divined a winning formula in the FD Series, the fast

displacement line of motor yachts designed with Dutch studio

Cor D. Rover Design. Known for their high-volume, expansive

entertaining spaces and the smooth-riding High-Performance

Piercing Bow, it’s perhaps little wonder that the FD90 and
sibling FD8O0 feature as Horizon’s biggest sellers.

The 2744-metre Horizon FDYO is a statuesque tri-deck, recognisable by
the plumb bow that characterises the FD Series and adds internal volume
and enhanced deck space. This model is the FD90 hull #30, a stock boat
ordered by Horizon Yacht Australia Managing Director Mark Western,
who worked with the in-house design team on the layout, fittings and
decor. “This is without a doubt a model-defining yacht,” Western says.
“We’ve delivered 12 FD90s into Australia, and with this latest build, we
wanted to push the boundaries and deliver something truly special.”

Far from being cookie-cutter, this vessel has great features that set it
apart, including a full-beam skylounge, opening moon-sunroof, teppanyaki
grill plate and an extra-large hot tub on the bridge deck aft. Technical
upgrades include 40-kilowatt gensets, an enhanced air-conditioning
system, SeaTorque shaft system, MTU 10V 2000 engines and added fuel
capacity for a total of 15,780 litres.

“We’ve taken direct feedback from captains and owners of the first 10
FD90s delivered into Australia and created something truly exceptional,”
Western continues. “This has been instrumental in helping us fine-tune
this model into what we believe is the best FD90 package yet.”
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The cockpit is where the impressive beam
is first apparent. At 7.19 metres, it’s larger
than most in its class and by up to a metre on
some. This convivial space features built-in
banquette seating and three lounges that can
be moved or removed to suit the occasion,
set around a fold-out fibreglass table with an
inlay pattern. At the flick of a switch, multi-
coloured LED strip lighting in the deckhead
creates a party vibe.

To starboard, there’s a mini bar with fridge
and sink with storage, and portside, more
locker space and stairs to the bridge deck.
Side boarding doors ensure guests can board
no matter the mooring. Wind/weather doors
on each side ensure guest comfort on the aft
deck, although only the starboard side deck
provides access to the foredeck.

The saloon, entered through sliding
glass doors from the cockpit, envelopes
guests in the warm, social heart of the boat,

{

We're one of very few yacht
builders willing to offer full
customisation in the 68- to

100-foot range, which is
exceptionally rare, especially

at this price point —we
build yachts up to 140 feet,

offering a path to grow.

which is pastel perfection. The aesthetic,
according to Horizon, draws from wabi-sabi,
a Japanese philosophy of finding beauty in
simplicity, asymmetry and unique character.

A day head is located to starboard. The
55-inch Samsung TV (disguised as artwork)
with entertainment system and Sonos
soundbar beneath are located in cabinets
adjacent. Portside, there’s a stemware cabinet
and wine fridge. Floor-to-ceiling windows
frame the views, and when the glare gets too
intense, electric double-layer honeycomb
shades can be activated. Sliding doors give
guests access to side decks, and tinted mirror
panels enhance the feeling of space.

Interiors draw from a serene palette of
powdered sand, grey oak and a tinge of blush,
with 60s-inspired lighting, curvaceous furniture
in bouclé fabric, quartz benchtops, brushed
gold fixtures and corrugated feature panels.

The formal dining section centres around a
marble dining table with seating for 10 and a
jaunty glass light installation above that looks

like it was plucked from a mid-century Mod
home. The aesthetic is contemporary and
tasteful, with all the clever mod-cons owners
could desire, and was a hit with female guests
at the Sanctuary Cove International Boat
Show, according to Western, who said the
details inspired audible ooohs and aaahs.
Owners can overlay their own taste, but as

This page: The main
saloon is a haven of
tranquility, drawing
on pale pastels,
quartz benchtops,
marble dining table
and lusciously
rounded lounge and

seating elements. It
reflects aspects of
Japanese wabi-sabi
philosophy, but
Horizon also offers
the opportunity to
customise both
layout and decor.

a starting base, the current scheme exudes
quality and tranquillity. “Owners can choose
anything they like for the interior, including
custom layouts, and that’s a big part of what
makes Horizon so desirable,” Western states.

“We're one of very few yacht builders that
are willing to offer full customisation in the
68- to 100-foot range, which is exceptionally
rare, especially at this price point. And,” he
adds, “we build yachts up to 140 feet, offering
clients a seamless path to grow within the
Horizon family.”

The galley is to drool for. Bathed in light
from overhead illumination, it’s the ideal
stage for the chef (or mere mortal) to whip up
gourmet fare, complete with a pop-up screen
to separate the cook from guests if required.
The array of appliances includes a cooktop,
oven, microwave, full-height built-in fridge
and separate freezer, as well as dishwasher
and bin compactor.

Heading forward leads to the FD90’s piece
de résistance, the full-beam master suite,
which is key to the appeal and distinctive
external bulk of the FD Series. A true retreat,
the master is replete with boutique details,
such as super-soft carpet, electric blinds, large,
cedar-lined wardrobes, a huge amount of

storage space, including soft-touch drawers,
and a TV plus Sonos soundbar. A sophisticated
interplay of textural wall treatments and matte
gold fittings adds interest, while warm LED
lighting casts a flattering glow over everything.

The centreline king bed conceals drawers
underneath, and linen and accessories in
ice-cream shades add to the cosy confection.
For pure spa indulgence, the his-and-hers
ensuite is decked out with quartz flooring and
central shower with seat. Two skylights shed
a smidgeon of natural light into this pleasant
private sanctuary.

Four guest cabins, each with private ensuite,
are located on the lower deck and are as
palatial as the master - every detail the result
of a decade of owner feedback. The forward
VIP V-berth converts from two king singles to
a queen, while other guests are accommodated
in two identical doubles and a twin cabin with
pullman. The stacked washer/dryer is located
within cabinetry in the foyer but can be easily
relocated to the crew quarters.

The bridge-deck level is reached via the
companionway - on this hull, stairs without
the risers that Horizon owners often specify
for the safety of small dogs and humans.

At the top, the skylounge comprises helm,
L-shaped lounge that converts to a bed for
naps on long voyages, cabinet and day head.
Three Besenzoni helm chairs face a console
that boasts a full Garmin navigational package.

AT A GLANCE

2744 m

Overall length

/719 m

Beam

1074 t

Displacement (half load)

19.5 kn

Maximum speed

Below: The large
foredeck cockpit
serves as a

serious outdoor
relaxation space
with comfortable
seating for eight to
10, plus tables, a mini

fridge and freezer
for refreshments,

a large sunpad
forward for soaking
up the rays, and
speakers from

the Fusion sound
system for partying.
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With four 24-inch multifunction displays with
the Maretron system, it’s big, uncluttered and
less intimidating than you'd expect - and,

for seasoned Horizon owners, it’s pure joy.
Also installed is the Yacht Controller system,

a wireless remote for engines, thrusters and
other systems.

The starboard side door doubles as a wing
station with full bow-to-stern views. To port, a
door leads to the foredeck - the ideal place for
soaking up the sun, enjoying a spot of alfresco
dining or partying, thanks to built-in seating for
eight to 10 people, two tables, mini-fridge and
freezer, sunpad platform forward, plus speakers
for the Fusion sound system. An optional
bimini slots into supports. The anchor well at
the bow can be reached by dual staircases.

Back at the helm, the split-use skylounge
comprises an enclosed bridge and massive
aft deck where all manner of activities can
foment and various toys can be stowed. The
inviting circular spa is lined with three seats
and a handy ledge for drinks. Seating, bar with
stools, refrigeration, two teppanyaki grills,
flatscreen TV and rooftop LED lighting are
just some of the attributes of this remarkable
space, the highlight of which is a retractable
Soft Roof that folds back and completely alters
the ambience. There are also bases for poles to
support sunshades, a 1,130-kilogram capacity
hydraulic davit, and stairs to the aft deck with
a safety cover.

Stepping onto the hydraulic high-low swim
platform that features a built-in ladder and
removable rails, the crew quarters and engine
room can be entered by pantograph door

/

Horizon doesn’t rest
on its laurels. Each model
is an improvement on
the one before — as
styles change and our
customers change,
we adapt.

Left: The enclosed
bridge leads aft to

a covered seating
and dining area
served by a bar, two
teppanyaki grills,

a TV and sunroof,
while further aft
there’s a spa pool.

Below: The full-
beam master suite
offers luxurious
touches like the
sumptuous carpet,
epic views through
the long hull
windows, electric
blinds, king bed and
a spa-like forward
ensuite.

through the lazarette, which opens to reveal
a mini beach-club prep room with fridge/
freezer and cabinet that would easily suit
family or charter catering requirements.

Steps lead down to a compact galley with
Miele appliances and sink, as well as crew
quarters that comprise two cabins — one with
a queen bed and pullman bunk, and the other
with bunk beds.

The shared bathroom is spacious but
spartan, and there’s ample storage in the
cabins and additional storage in the corridor.
A companionway affords crew or guests easy
and discreet access to the aft deck.

The engine room boasts the Horizon
hallmarks of a symmetrical layout around
the twin MTU engines, ample headroom,
overhead grab rails, built-in tool chest and
sink. Noise attenuation systems include a
heavy-duty insulated door and anti-noise
treatment to the exhaust system. Delta-T
engine room demisters remove salt spray and
water from the air entering the engine room,
improving engine performance and reducing
corrosion. All the mechanical and electrical
systems are concealed neatly behind cabinetry.

It all speaks to a great model that keeps
getting better and better. “Horizon doesn’t rest
on its laurels. Each model is an improvement
on the one before - as styles change and our
customers change, we adapt,” says Western.
“Since the factory took ownership in 2018,
we’ve delivered 70 Horizons into Australia,
including 20 FD models. It’s a strong business
model,” he concludes. “People love the scope to
personalise everything from the hull up, and if
we don’t have it in the range, we’ll build it!” O
horizonyachtaus.com

SPECIFICATIONS ©
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UPPER DECK

Enclosed pilothouse
forward, full-beam split-
use skylounge with
electric sunroof, large
foredeck seating area
and aft spa pool plus
teppanyaki grill. Space
for tender aft.

(2

MAIN DECK

Generous aft deck
leads into Japanese-
inspired saloon with
10-seater dining table
and galley with high-
low glass partition.
Master forward with
king and ensuite.

©

LOWER DECK

Well-appointed crew
quarters aft plus
hydraulic high-low
swim platform. Two
VIP cabins amidships,
twin with pullman, and
forward cabin with
V-berth double/singles.

SPECIFICATIONS

Builder Horizon Yachts Gearbox ZF 2150A

Model FD9O0 Skyline Speed (max) (half load ) 19.5 knots

Country of build Taiwan Speed (cruise) 10 knots 19.5 knots
Year of build 2024 Range 19 nautical miles at 10 knots Speed (max)
Naval architect Horizon Yachts Fuel capacity 15,780 litres

Interior designer Horizon Yachts Freshwater capacity 1,520 litres 10 kn ots
Exterior designer Cor D. Rover Blackwater capacity 757 litres

Owner’s project manager Horizon Yachts Greywater capacity 379 litres Speed (crulse)

LOA (length overall) 27.44 metres Generators (main) 2 x Onan, 40 kW .

LWL waterline length (half load ) 248metres  Stabilisers Side Power SPS96B/VF1950 15,780 litres
Beam 719 metres Bow thruster Side-Power SH550 Fuel capacity

Draft (half load) 1.9 metres Stern thrusters Side-Power SH550

Displacement (half load) 107.4 tons Winches Maxwell VWC 4500 windlass 19 nm at
Gross tonnage 225.46 Anchoring systems 2 x stainless steel 160 kg 10 kIlOtS

Hull construction GRP Navigation electronics Garmin Range—
Superstructure GRP Depth sounder Airmar UST850 Ultrasonic Smart Transducer

Hull type Monohull Underw.ater lights QT-80-Ti-20-W 107.4 tons
Number of decks 3 Entertainment systems Samsung TV and Sonos stereo oo
Engines 2 x MTU 10V 2000 M96L Owner Full-beam main-deck ensuite master with king bed DiEpEEEE
Propulsion Diesel Guest berths 2 x VIP queen doubles, 1 x twin with pullman,

Output 1,600 hp 1 x forward guest with twin/double V-berth POA

Propellers ENDP 5-blade propellers in NiAIBr Crew 2 x cabins (1 with twin bunks and queen captain’s cabin) Price

Drive train Shaft Maximum people on board 15

Stabilisation systems Side Power SPS96B/VF1950 Price (landed) POA




